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with all my heart, if I had not believed in its ability to become a real free world-power. Perhaps I was deceived in this. The self-humiliation of our democracy at least raises the suspicion that I deceived myself as to the inner forces of the nation. Its world-political course has been broken by its disunity, not by outside conditions; this is my firm conviction, from which all the noise of the historiographers will not dissuade me.
This attempt on the part of German democracy to clear itself of our previous endeavours to secure peaceably a position in the world would only produce cool contempt from the English, once they had attained their object The future generations of Germany, however, will experience whether the Anglo-Saxons will allow a Germany that is impotent at sea to thrive as an industrial State.
There are some political bookworms who say we ought to have refrained from building a fleet for a few decades like Bismarck did, and thus havf from provoking England until we had acqu nating position upon the Continent. Let tnese people who thus cling to Caprivi's standpoint remember what Bismarck himself said about the unavoidable German tension and its causes. According to her political principles of three hundred years' duration, England would never have permitted a close economic competitor, least of all us, to have acquired a dominating position on the Continent, quite apart from the question that the latter was an object worthy of our endeavour. England would, however, have opposed